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Get Out the Vote experiments have become commonplace in political science, especially in the USA.  This is where a randomly selected group of voters have been stimulated by a mobilisation campaign and whose turnout is compared with a randomly allocated control group that does not get the stimulus.  These kinds of randomized controlled trials were developed by Donald Green and Alan Gerber at the University of Yale since the mid-1990s.  There are now many hundreds of such studies, both in the US and elsewhere. The presentation will be a review this wave of experimentation and its application to the UK. The presenter will assess what contribution these field experiments have made to knowledge and practice, and will identify the potential for further advances, especially in the UK.
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